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THE 


INTR0DUCTIO  N. 


MANY  and  indubitable  are  the  inftances  of 
the  pofiibility  of  reftoring  to  life  perfons 
apparently  ftruck  with  fudden  death  ;  whether  the 
evil  proceeded  from  a  ftroke  of  apoplexy,  con- 
vulfive  fits,  fufFocation  by  noxious  vapours,  ftran- 
gulation  by  the  cord,  or  drowning ;  although  the 
party  had  remained  fenfelefs,  and  without  any  the 
leaft  figns  of  life,  for  a  confiderable  time  *.  Cafes 
of  this  nature  have  occafionally  prefented  themfelves 
in  every  country  ;  and  although  they  could  not 
fail  to  furprife  for  a  feafon,  yet  they  were  confidered 
and  neglefted  as  very  fingular  and  extraordinary 
pheenomena,  from  which  no  falutary  confequences 
could  be  drawn. 


*  The  memoirs  of  the  fociety,  inftituted  at  Atnflerdam, 
mention  feveral  cafes,  well  atteftei,  where  the  patients  conti¬ 
nued  upwards  of  an  hour ,  without  any  figns  of  life,  after  they 
were  t  .ken  out  of  the  water,  who  were  yet  reftored. 
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Thefe  repeated  inftances  at  length  attrafted 
the  attention  of  fome  benevolent  Gentlemen  in 
Holland ;  where,  from  the  great  abundance  of 
canals  and  inland  feas,  the  inhabitants  are  particu¬ 
larly  expofed  to  accidents  by  water.  They  per¬ 
ceived  with  deep  regret,  that  numbers,  and  thofe 
principally  among  the  molt  laborious  and  de¬ 
serving  part  of  the  community,  were  annually 
drowned  :  and  it  was  juftly  conje&ured  that  fome  at 
lead  might  have  been  faved,  had  they  not  been 
entirely  abandoned  as  dead,  or  very  fuperficially 
treated.  The  hints  that  were  difperfed  through 
Various  publications,  concerning  the  method  of 
treating  perfons  in  this  critical  date,  were  carefully 
collected.  Thefe  were  made  public,  and  rewards 
were  propofed  to  thofe  who  fhould  put  them  into  exe¬ 
cution.  Thefe  humane  attempts  far  exceeded  their 
mod  fanguine  expectations.  They  became,  indru- 
mental  in  the  redoration  of  feveral,  who  mud 
otherwife  have  perifhed  inevitably.  This  furprifing 
fuccefs  engaged  the  general  notice,  and  was  fo 
univerfally  countenanced*  that  they  were  at  length 
enabled  to  form  themfelves  into  a  refpe<5table  fo- 
ciety,  and  extend  their  plan  over  the  feven  provinces. 
And  it  mud  afford  real  pleafure  to  every  friend  of 
the  unfortunate  to  be  informed,  that  about  156 
perfons,  of  whom  the  lives  of  many  were  very  im¬ 
portant  to  their  families,  and  to  the  community, 
have  been  redeemed  from  death  in  the  fpace  of 
a  few  years. 

The  authentic  teflimonies  produced  of  their 
remarkable  fuccefs,  indigated  other  countries  alfo 
to  imitate  their  example.  Jn  the  year  1768,  the 
magidrates  of  health  at  Milan  and  Venice  iffued 
orders  for  the  treatment  of  drowned  perfons. 
I  he  city  of  Hamburgh  appointed  a  fi mi iar  ordinance 
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jto  be  read  in  all  their  churches,  extending  their 
fuccour  not  only  to  the  drowned ,  but  to  the  (Irangled, 
to  thofe  fuffocated  by  noxious  vapours,  and  to  the 
frozen.  The  firft  part  of  the  Dutch  Memoirs  was 
prefented  to  the  Imperial  academy  at  Peterjburgh , 
and  was  tranflated  into  the  Rtiffian  language,  by 
command  of  the  Emprefs.  In  the  year  1 769,  the 
Emprefs  of  Germany  publifhecj  an  edi  61,  extending  its 
diredions  and  encouragement  to  every  cafe  of  acci¬ 
dental  death  that  afforded  a  poffibility  of  relief.  T11 
the  year  1771,  the  magiftrates  of  the  city  of  Paris 
founded  an  inftitution  alfo  in  favour  of  the  drowned . 
And  the  repeated  inftances  of  fuccefs  in  each  coun¬ 
try  have  abundantly  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  fads 
related  in  the  Amfterdam  Memoirs. 

In  the  year  177,3,  Dr,  Cogan  tranflated  thefe  Me¬ 
moirs,  in  order  to  inform  this  part  of  the  world  of 
the  pradicability  of  recovering  perfons  apparently 
drowned And  Mr.  Hawes  having  a]fo  exerted  his 
endeavours  tq  excite  the  attention  of  the  public  tq 
the  fame  fubjed,  thefe  gentlemen  united  and  pro- 
pofed  a  Plan  for  the  inrrcdudion  of  a  fimilar  inil i- 
£ution  into  thefe  kingdoms.  This  Plan  was  fo  well 
received,  and  met  with  fo  much  encouragement  from 
feveral  gent’emen  of  influence,  that  they  were  foon 
enabled  to  form  a  Society  to  promote  its  laudable 
defigns.  It  is  as  follows  : 

THE  PLAN. 

I.  The  Society  has  undertaken  to  publifh,  in  as 
extenfive  a  manner  as  poffible,  the  proper  methods  of 
treating  perfons  in  thofe  unfortunate  circ  ujnftances. 

*  See  the  Memoirs  of  the  Society  inquired  at  Amjterdam 
in  favour  of  drowned  perfons.  publifhed  by  Mr.  G.  Robin  fen , 
P ottr-xojier  rote.  The:e  are  earnestly  recommended  o  the  pe- 
jufal  of  every  one.  They  contain  iuch  a  variety  of  cafes,  mi¬ 
nutely  related  and  well  authenticated,  as  warn'd  render  it  un- 
parJonabie  in  us  not  to  attempts  itmilar  Inilitution. 

II.  To 
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II.  To  didribute  a  premium  of  two  Guineas 
among  the  fird  perfons,  not  exceeding  four  m 
number,  who  will  attempt  to  recover  man,  woman, 
or  child,  taken  out  of  the  water  for  dead,  within 
the  cities  of  London  and  tVeftminJler ,  or  the  parts  ad¬ 
jacent  ;  provided  they  have  not  been  longer  than  two 
hours  under  the  water ;  and  provided  the  Afiiftants 
perfevere  in  the  ufe  of  the  means  recommended,  and 
no  others,  unlefs  under  the  direction  of  a  regular  prac¬ 
titioner,  for  the  fpace  of  two  hours  :  This  reward  to 
be  given  though  they  may  not  prove  fuccefsful. 

III.  To  diflribute  in  like  manner  four  Guineas 
wherever  the  patient  has  been  reflored  to  life. 

IV.  To  give  to  any  publican,  or  other  perfon, 
who  fhall  admit  the  body  into  his  houfe  without 
delay,  and  furniQi  the  necefTary  accommodations, 
the  fum  of  one  Guinea  \  and  alfo  to  fecure  them 
from  the  charge  of  burial,  in  unfuccefsful  cafes. 

V.  A  certain  number  of  medical  gentlemen,  Ra¬ 
tioned  near  to  the  places  where  difaders  by  water 
are  mod  frequent,  have  engaged  to  give  their  affid- 
ance  gratis  *,  thefe  gentlemen  are  to  have  a  fumiga- 
tor,  and  other  necefiaries,  always  in  readinefs  *. 


They  flatter  themfelves,  that  by  thefe  regulations 
many  individuals,  in  and  about  this  metropolis, 
will  be  fecure  of  the  bed  and  mod  immediate  af- 
fi dance  in  fuch  critical  cafes  :  And,  where  it  fhould 
not  prove  fuccefsful,  their  relations  will  always 
have  the  fatisfadion  of  reftedting,  that  the  lad  ef¬ 
forts  have  not  been  negleded. 

*  Should  the  Society  meet  with  due  encouragement,  it  is 
prooofed  to  prefem  an  honorary  Medal  to  any  medical  gentl  - 
man  or  other,  who  may  nor  elude  to  accep;  ofa  pecuniary  rew  ud, 
in  all  thole  calcs  where  they  have  been  incremental  of  fuccefs. 


I 


The 


The  Methods  of  Treatment. 


1  In  removing  the  body  to  a  convenient  place, 
great  care  mud  be  taken  that  it  be  not  bruifed,  nor 
ihaken  violently,  nor  roughly  handled,  nor  carried 
over  any  one’s  fhoulders  with  the  head  hanging 
downwards,  nor  rolled  upon  the  ground,  or  over  a 
barrel,  nor  lifted  up  by  the  heels,  except  with  the 
greated  caution.  For  experience  proves,  that  all  thefe 
methods  may  be  injurious,  and  often  dedroy  the 
fmall  remains  of  life.  The  unfortunate  object  fhould 
be  cautioufly  conveyed  by  two  or  more  perfons,  or 
In  a  carriage  upon  draw,  lying  as  on  a  bed  with  the 
head  a  little  raifed,  and  kept  in  as  natural  and  eafy  a 
pofition  as  poffible. 

II.  The  body  being  well  dried  with  a  cloth, 
fhould  be  placed  in  a  moderate  degree  of  heat,  but 
not  too  near  a  large  fire.  The  windows  or  door 
of  the  room  fhould  be  left  open,  and  no  more  per¬ 
fons  be  admitted  into  it  than  thole  who  are  abfo- 
1  itely  neceflary ;  as  the  life  of  the  patient  greatly 
depends  upon  their  having  the  benefit  of  a  pure  air. 
The  warmth  mod  promifing  of  fuccefs  is  that  of  a 
b$d  or  a  blanket,  properly  warmed.  Bottles  of  hot 
water  fhould  be  laid  at  the  bottoms  of  the  feet,  in 
the  joints  of  the  knees,  and  under  the  arm-pits  ;  and 
a  warming-pan,  moderately  heated,  or  hot  bricks 
wrapped  in  cloths,  fhould  be  rubbed  over  the  body. 


(  8  ) 

and  particularly  along  the  back.  The  natural  and 
kindly  warmth  of  a  healthy  perfon  lying  by  the  fide 
of  the  body,  has  been  found  in  many  cafes  very  ef¬ 
ficacious.  The  fhirt  or  clothes  of  an  attendant,  or 
the  fkin  of  a  (beep  frefh  killed,  may  alfo  be  ufed 
with  advantage.  Should  thefe  accidents  happen  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  a  warm  bath,  brew-houfe, 
baker,  glafs-houfe,  faltern,  foap- boiler,  or  any  fa- 
brick  where  warm  lees,  allies,  embers,  grains,  land, 
water,  &c.  are  eafily  procured,  it  would  be  of  the 
utmoft  fervice  to  place  the  body  in  any  of  thefe^ 
moderated  to  a  degree  of  heat,  but  very  little  exceed¬ 
ing  that  of  a  healthy  perfon. 

III.  The  fubjeft  being  placed  in  one  or  other  of 
thefe  advantageous  circumftances  as  fpeedily  as  pof- 
fible,  various  ftimulating  methods  ftiould  next  be 
employed.  The  mod  efficacious  are, — to  blow  with 
force  into  the  lungs,  by  applying  the  mouth  to  that 
of  the  patient,  clofing  his  noflrils  with  one  hand, 
and  gently  expelling  the  air  again  by  prefling  the 
theft  with  the  other,  imitating  the  ftrong  breath¬ 
ing  of  a  healthy  perfon. — The  medium  of  a  hand¬ 
kerchief  or  cloth  may  be'  ufed  to  render  the  ope¬ 
ration  lefs  indelicate. — Whilft  one  afliftant  iscon- 
ftantly  employed  in  this  operation,  another  fhould 
throw  the  fmoke  of  tobacco  up  by  the  fundament 
into  the  bowels,  by  means  of  a  pipe  or  fumigator, 
fuch  as  are  uled  in  adminiftering  tobacco  clyfters : 
a  pair  of  bellows  may  be  ufed  until  the  others  can 
be  procured.  A  third  attendant  fhould,  in  the  mean 
time,  rub  the  belly,  chefl,  back  and  arms,  with  a 
coarfe  cloth  or  flannel  dipped  in  brandy,  rum,  gin,  or 
with  dry  fair,  fo  as  not  to  rub  off  the  fkin  :  fpirits 
of  hartfhorn,  volatile  falts,  or  any  other  ftimulating 
mb  (lance,  muft  alfo  be  applied  to  the  noflrils,  and 
rubbed  upon  the  temples  very  frequently.  The 
*  body 
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body  fliould  at  intervals  be  fhaken  alfo,  and  varied  m 
its  pofition. 

IV.  If  there  be  any  figns  of  returning  life,  fuch 
as  fighing,  gafping,  twitching,  or  any  convulfive 
motions,  beating  of  the  heart,  the  return  of  the  natu¬ 
ral  colour  and  warmth ;  opening  a  vein  in  the  arm 
or  neck  may  prove  beneficial,  but  the  quantity  of 
blood  taken  away  fliould  not  be  large  ;  nor  fliould 
an  artery  ever  be  opened,  as  profufe  bleeding  has 
appeared  prejudicial,  and  even  deftru  Clive  to  the 
fmall  remains  of  life.  The  throat  fliould  be  tickled 
with  a  feather,  in  order  to  excite  a  propenfity  to 
vomit ;  and  the  noftrils  alfo  with  a  feather,  fnuff,  or 
any  other  ftimulant,  fo  as  to  provoke  freezings,  A 
tea-fpoonful  of  warm  water  may  be  adminiftered 
now  and  then,  in  order  to  learn  whether  the  power 
of  fwallowing  be  returned  :  and  if  it  be,  a  table- 
fpoonful  of  warmed  wine,  or  brandy  and  water, 
may  be  given  with  advantage :  but  not  before ;  as 
the  liquor  might  get  into  the  lungs  before  the  power 
of  fwallowing  returns.  The  other  methods  frould 
be  continued  with  vigour,  until  the  patient  be  gra¬ 
dually  reflored. 

We  have  been  as  circumftantial  as  poffible  in 
the  above  directions,  that  if  one  conveniency  frould 
be  wanting,  the  attendants  may  not  be  at  a  lofs 
for  others.  Where  the  patient  has  lain  but  a  fhort 
time  fenielefs,  blowing  into  the  lungs  or  bowels  has 
been,  in  fome  cafes,  found  fufficient :  yet  a  fpeedy 
recovery  is  not  to  be  expeCted  in  general.  On  the 
contrary,  the  above  methods  are  to  be  continued  with 
fpirit  for  two  hours ,  or  upwards,  although  there 
frould  not  be  the  leaft  fymptoms  of  returning  life. 
The  vulgar  notion  that  a  perfon  will  recover  in  a 
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few  minutes,  or  not  at  all ;  and  the- ignorant,  fooliffi 
ridiculing,  of  thole  who  are  willing  to  perfevere,  as 
if  they  were  attempting  impoffibilities,  has  molt 
certainly  caufed  the  death  of  many  who  might  other- 
wife  have  been  faved. 

Moft  of  the  above  rules  are  happily  of  fuch  a  na¬ 
ture,  that  they  may  be  begun  immediately ,  and  that 
by  perfons  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  medical 
art  j  yet  it  is  always  advifeable  to  feek  the  affiftance 
of  fome  regular  practitioner  as  foon  as  poflible;  not 
only  as  bleeding  is  proper,  and  fometimes  necef- 
fary  *,  but  as  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that  fuch  a  one 
will  be  more  fkilful  and  expert,  and  better  able  to 
vary  the  methods  of  procedure  as  circumftances  may 
require. 

The  Society  think  it  proper  to  obferve,  that  thefe 
means  of  reftoration  are  applicable  to  various  other 
cafes  of  apparent  deaths  \  fuch  as  hanging,  fuffor 
cation  by  damps  and  noxious  vapours,  whether  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  coal-mines,  the  confined  air  of  wells, 
cifterns,  caves,  or  the  Mult  of  fermenting  liquors 
to  thole  feized  with  apopleCtic  and  convulfive  fits, 
and  alfo  to  the  frozen.  And  they  hope  that  fome 
perfons  of  influence  in  the  parts  where  fuch  acci¬ 
dents  moftly  happen,  will  form  a  fimilar  inllitution 
for  the  recovery  of  the  unhappy  victims. 

Wherever  any  good  has  been  produced  by  the 
means  recommended,  the  perfon  who  has  fuperin- 
tended  the  cure  is  defired  to  write  a  circumftantial 
account  of  it  to  James  Horsfall,  Efq;  Trealurer, 
Middle  Temple,  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Rich,  No.  4,  Field- 
court,  Gray’s- inn,  Holborn,  Secretary  to  the  So¬ 
ciety. 


R  E- 


1 


REPORTS  of  the  SOCIETY 


INSTITUTED  IN  FAVOUR  OF 

DROWNED  PERSONS,  &c. 


IT  gives  us  unfpeakable  pleafure,  that  we  are  no\Y 
able  to  unite  our  evidence  with  that  of  other  na¬ 
tions,  in  confirmation  of  a  fadt  equally  intereftinga&. 
it  is  curious  and  furprifing,  viz.  that  perfons  may, 
either  by  immerfion  in  water,  or  by  other  fpecies 
of  ftrangulation,  have  every  faculty  totally  fuf- 
pended,  fo  that  they  fhall,  to  all  appearance,  be 
dead  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time,  and  yet  it 
may  be  in  the  power  of  art  to  recover  them* 

The  Cafes  we  fhall  lay  before  the  public,  demon- 
flrative  of  this  truth,  have  either  been  communi¬ 
cated  by  gentlemen  whofe  veracity  is  unqucftion- 
able,  and  who  could  readily  produce  a  fufficient 
number  of  vouchers,  were  any  one  to  difcredit  their 
evidence ;  or  they  have  fallen  under  our  own  im¬ 
mediate  infpedtion. 

As  to  ourfelves,  we  can  have  no  motive  to  in¬ 
duce  us  to  be  abfurdly  credulous  on  the  one  hand, 
or  on  the  other,  attempt  to  impofe  falfhoods  on  the 
public.  The  furprifing  fadls  recorded  by  our  neigh- 
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hours,  the  Dutch  and  French,  induced  us  to  make 
the  like  experiments.  Had  we  not  fucceeded,  we 
fhould  have  made  our  report  to  the  world ;  and* 
retting  fatisfied  with  the  goodnefs  of  our  intention, 
we  lhould  have  left  others  to  draw  what  confequen- 
ces  they  pleafed.  But  we  have  fucceeded •,  and  we  con¬ 
gratulate  our  countrymen  upon  having  demonftrated 
a  fa X,  which  we  hope  will,  in  procefs  of  time, 
wipe  tears  from  the  eyes  of  thoufands :  we  con¬ 
gratulate  ourfelves  in  being  the  instruments  of  fo 
much  happinefs.  Thefe  were  our  motives  j  thefe 
are  our  rewards  j  and  we  defire  no  other. 

Since  thefe  are  the  fecret  fprings  of  our  conduct, 
we  lie  under  no  temptation  to  aX  difingenuoufly. 
We  are  folicitous,  equally  with  others,  to  weigh  the 
validity  of  our  undertaking,  and  afcertain  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  ufefulnefs  to  our  fellow-creatures  likely 
to  accrue  from  it ;  and  therefore  we  hefitate  not  to 
declare,  that  we  have  paid  our  proffered  rewards* 
in  no  lefs  than  25  unfuccefsful  attempts,  while 
the  inftances  of  recovery,  in  confequence  of  our  in- 
flitution,  are  only  /even  in  number.  But  fo  valuable 
is  life,  not  only  to  the  individual,  but  to  his  various 
connexions,  that  were  the  cafes  of  fuccefs  never  to 
bear  a  greater  proportion,  we  fhould  have  no  rea-fon 
to  repent  of  our  undertaking. 

Yet  were  it  confident  with  the  propofed  brevity 
of  this  publication,  to  give  the  unfuccefsful  cafes  alfo 
at  large,  feveral  in  fiances  would  fuffieientlv  indicate, 
that  the  caufe  of  their  failure  was  owing  to  adven¬ 
titious  circumttances,  which,  without  affeXing  our 
leading  principle,  rendered  it  morally  impoffible  to 
recover  the  unfortunate  objeXs. 

Several  of  the  number  had  lain  in  the  water  from  an- 
hour  and  half  to  two  hours,  btfore  they  were  taken 
up:  and  although  we  have  engaged,  that  we  might 

err 
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err  on  the  fide  of  fafety,  to  give  our  premiums  to 
thole  who  fhall  attempt  the  recovery  of  perfons  in 
this  flate,  yet  we  are  not  fo  fanguine  as  to  expedt 
that  one  in  fifty  could  be  reftored  under  fuch  difad- 
vantages.  Others,  after  being  taken  out,  were 
negledled  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time,  through 
the  ignorance  of  the  attendants.— In  another  in- 
flance,  the  perfon  fell  into  the  water  as  he  was 
fighting.  In  this  cafe,  the  body  muff  have  been 
heated  to  a  great  degree,  and  the  lungs  furcharged 
with  blood  •,  and  his  reftoration  would  molt  proba¬ 
bly  have  been  impracticable,  had  the  proper  means 
been  inftantly  applied. 

In  fome  other  cafes,  although  we  were  not  fo 
happy  as  to  fucceed,  yet  we  were  for  fome  time 
flattered  with  fuch  figns  of  returning  life,  as  de- 
monftrated  that  the  vital  fpark  had  not  been  totally 
extinguifhed,  though  it  was  not  in  our  power  to 
revive  it. 

A  due  confideration  of  thefe  circum fiances 
fo  far  from  difcouraging,  animates  our  hopes, 
that,  in  the  ufual  courfe  of  accidents,  we  fhall  pro- 
portionably  equal  other  countries  in  the  number  of 
objects  fnatched  from  immediate  death. 

Candour  will  alfo  make  allowance  for  our  prefent 
inexperience  in  attempts  of  this  nature.  No  rules 
can  be  laid  down  that  fhall  be  equally  applicable  in 
every  cafe ;  and  our  own  obfervations  in  a  few  in- 
ftances  will  better  inftrudt  us  in  the  modes  of  proce¬ 
dure,  than  the  mod  minute  and  circumftannal  di¬ 
rections  that  can  be  pofilbly  given.  It  is  but  juft 
that  we  allure  the  public,  however,  that  in  all  the 
accidents,  where  the  Medical  Gentlemen  have  been 
Called  in,  they  have  difcovered  fo  much  attention 
and  zeal,  as  well  as  (kill  and  expertnefs  in  their  me¬ 
thods  of  treatment,  that  we  have  every  reafon  to 

expect 
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cxped  confiderable  fuccefs  from  the  continuance  of 
their  generous  afiidance.  It  is  with  pleafure  we  find 
alfo,  that  publicans  and  others  readily  admit  bo¬ 
dies  into  their  houfes,  without  being  fuch  Haves  to 
vulgar  prejudices  as  we  might  naturally  have  appre¬ 
hended  *,  and  that  the  lower  clafs  of  people  begin 
to  be  very  afiiduous  in  their  endeavours  to  aflift  ob- 
jetts  in  that  perilous  Hate.  The  fourth  cafe  we  have 
defcribed  is  a  pleafing  fpecimen  and  earned  of  the 
good  effects  of  our  rewards,  in  Having  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  from  an  immediate  danger  of  drowning  •,  which 
is  full  as  fatisfa&ory,  refpe&ing  the  good  produced, 
as  recovering  them  after  they  were  to  appearance 
dead :  and  the  Ninth  Cafe  evinces  with  what 
fuccefs  ftimulating  methods  may  be  employed  in 
other  accidents  befides  thofe  of  drowning-. 


* 

In  giving  the  hidory  of  Cafes,  the  order  which 
naturally  prefents  itfelf  is,  fird  to  relate  the  indances 
of  fuccefs  which  fall  under  our  immediate  cogni¬ 
zance,  and  afterwards  thole  which  have  been  com¬ 
municated  to  us  by  our  correfpondents. 
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CASE  I. 

July  1 2,P~|F^H0MAS,  the  fon  of  John  Jofepb ,  a 
1774.  X  child  aged  about  14  months,  dwel¬ 
ling  by  the  Iron  Foundery  near  the  Falcon  Stairs , 
wandering  from  its  mother  and  other  women  who 
were  drinking  tea  together  in  a  chandler’s  fliop, 
got  into  a  back  kitchen,  and  fell  through  a  trap, 
the  door  of  which  was  carelefsly  left  open,  into  an 
aquedudt  communicating  with  the  River  Thames. 
The  women  heard  it  fall,  and  ran  to  the  place,  but 
could  not  perceive  the  child.  Their  fcreams  brought 
a  fhoemaker,  who  lived  in  an  adjacent  houfe,  to  the 
place,  but  he  was  fearful  of  jumping  in,  left  he  fhould 
fall  upon  the  child.  Thomas  Vincent ,  a  waterman, 
who  was  amongft  the  crowd  brought  together  by 
the  cries  of  the  diftrefied  mother,  being  informed 
of  the  event,  ran  round  by  feveral  houfes,  and 
climbing  over  the  walls  of  the  aquedud,  waded 
up  to  the  place  to  the  height  of  his  cheft  in  the 
water,  proceeding  cautioufly,  and  feeling  for  the 
infant  with  his  feet  as  he  advanced;  for  he  imagined 
the  returning  tide  might  have  carried  it  to  a  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  place  :  nor  was  he  altogether  de¬ 
ceived  ;  as  he  felt  the  child  about  ten  feet  from 
the  opening.  He  took  it  up,  and  gave  it  to  the  f 
women  through  the  hole  through  which  it  had 
fallen.  From  feven  to  ten  minutes  muft  have 
elapfed  from  the  falling-in  of  the  child  to  the  time 
it  was  taken  out.  The  women  upon  the  ftri&eft 
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examination  affirmed,  that  the  child  was  to  all  ap¬ 
pearance  dead  •,  its  eyes  were  fixed,  it  lay  breath- 
Jefs,  and  void  either  of  motion  or  pulfe.  They 
fhook,  and  beat  it  on  its  back  for  fome  little  time, 
and  then  laying  it  upon  a  counter  in  the  fiiop, 
rubbed  its  belly  and  cheft  with  dry  fait  ;  the  fric¬ 
tion  was  fcarcely  continued  three  minutes  before 
the  child  began  to  gafp,  and  give  other  figns  of 
returning  life,  which  encreafed  till  they  were  ena¬ 
bled  to  pour  fome  fait  and  water  down  its  throat. 
This  excited  a  vomiting,  by  which  the  child  threw 
lip  a  confiderable  quantity  of  water  and  mud  from  its, 
itomach,  and  in  a  few  minutes  more  it  was  reftored 
to  the  joyful  arms  of  its  mother  In  thecourfe  of  the 
evening  it  had  two  or  three  convulfive  fits,  but  thefe 
were  of  fhort  duration,  and  returned  no  more.  The 
perfon  who  had  taken  the  child  out  of  the  water 
ran  for  Mr.  Boyfe ,  one  of  the  Medical  Aififtants 
to  this  Society  :  he  not  being  at  home,  his  journey¬ 
man  went  to  the  houfe,  but  he  found  the  child 
pretty  well  recovered.  The  waterman  had  the  re-* 
Ward  promised  by  the  fociety. 

CASE  II. 

ON  the  nth  of  Jugufi,  1774,  in  the  afternoon, 
about  the  time  .of  high  water,  as  Dederic,  the  fon 
of  Dederic  Woolbtrt ,  a  lad  about  thirteen  years 
of  age,  was  (landing  on  a  wharf  near  Wapping  New 
Stairs,  and  calling  a  net,  he  accidentally  fell  into 
the  river,  in  a  depth  of  between  a  and  14  feet. 
Some  perfons  who  faw  him  fall  threw  a  rope  into 
the  water :  the  boy,  as  he  afterwards  informed  us, 
perceived  the  rop  and  catched  at  it,  but  miffing 
his  aim  he  funk,  and  b.cmie  immediately  fenfelefs. 

A  wa- 
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A  waterman,  who  alfo  faw  him  fall,  got  a  boat 
hook,  and  drew  him  up  with  fome  difficulty. 
He  had  been  under  water  about  ten  minutes; 
when  taken  out  he  was  to  appearance  void  of  life ; 
his  face  was  fwoln  and  livid,  there  was  neither 
pulfe  nor  refpiration,  and  his  limbs  were  cold  and 
ftiff;  one  leg 
conveyed  to  i 
and  Mr.  Hodgfon ,  lurgeon  and  apothecary  In  Wap- 
ping ,  was  immediately  fent  for,  who  ordered  the  wet 
clothes  to  be  taken  off  as  foon  as  poffible,  his 
body  to  be  rubbed  dry  with  flannels,  and  then  put 
between  two  blankets.  Four  men  rubbed  him  well 
with  fait  \  bottles  of  warm  water  were  applied  to 
his  arm-pits,  to  the  foies  of  his  feet,  &V.  In  about 
minutes  a  little  warmth  was  perceptible  *,  fome 
wine  and  water  warm  was  then  given  him  *,  he  fwal- 
lowed  about  half  a  fmall  glafsful,  which  excited  a 
cough ;  a  vein  was  opened,  and  more  of  the  wine 
and  water  was  given,  which  he  drank  without  any 
difficulty.  By  the  above  method  he  was,  in  the 
fpace  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  very  well  recovered. — 
The  lad  appeared  before  the  Society.  He  faid  he 
had  been  troubled  with  a  difficulty  of  breathing  two 
or  three  days  after  his  recovery  ;  and  his  eyes  were 
ftill  fo  much  inflamed,  that  what  is  termed  the  v^iite 
of  the  eyes  appeared  of  a  uniform  red  *,  which,  was 
a  fufficient  evidence  of  the  extreme  danger  from 
which  he  had  been  delivered.  The  prefence  of  a 
promifing  youth,  as  it  were  rifen  frorp  the  dead, 
and  the  gratitude  he  expreffed  to  the  mljruments  of 
his  prefervadon,  diffufed  a  pleafure  over  the  whole 
company,  which  it  is  eafler  for  a  benevblent  heart 
to  conceive,  than  for  any  words  to  exprefs. 

His  account  corrcfponded  with  the  general  decla- 
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ration  of  perfons  in  his  fituation,  viz,  that  he  re-  * 
learned  entirely  fenfelefs,  from  the  time  of  his  firfl: 
finking,  to  the  time  of  his  recovering  at  the  inn. 

CASE  III. 

The  following  extraordinary  Cafe,  communicated  to 
us  by  Mr.  Thomas ,  Surgeon,  at  Greenwich ,  one 
of  the  Medical  Affiftants,  is  a  demonftration  of 
the  efficacy  of  fimilar  methods  of  treatment  apT 
plied  to  the  unfortunate  perfons  who  hang  them- 
felves,  and  indicates  the  extenfive  utility  of  thefe 
inftitutions.  We  ffiall  relate  it  in  Mr.  Thomas' s 
own  words. 

.  •  Jr '  '  %  .  .  „  -  *  •*  »  .  • 
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“ON  the  14th  of  June,  1774,  Jane  Donnelly* 
wife  of  one  of  the  penfioners  in  the  Royal  Hofpital 
at  Greenwich ,  being  in  a  phrenzy,  took  the  defpe- 
rate  refolution  of  hanging  herfeif.  She  lived  in  a 
houfe  with  feveral  inmates  %  and  about  five  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  was  heard  to  drive  a  nail.  In  a  few 
minutes  after,  a  little  dog  that  was  in  the  room  be¬ 
gan  to  howl  in  a  very  uncommon  manner.  At  Brft 
the  people  paid  no  attention  to  the  dog,  but  finding 
the  poor  animal  become  more  outrageous,  and  feem- 
ingly  in  great  diflrefs,  one  of  them  was  induced  to 
open  the  door,  when  ffie  difcovered  the  woman 
hanging  in  the  middle  of  the  room.  She  imme¬ 
diately  alarmed  the  neighbours,  who  came  to  her 
abidance,  and  cut  her  down.  They  believe  that, 
from  the  time  the  dog  began  to  howl,  to  the  time 
fhe  was  cut  down,  was  full  25  or  30  minutes.  She 
appeared  to  the  people  about  her  to  be  quite  dead,  j 
as  ffie  did  not  breathe  nor  move  ;  however  they 
rubbed  her  temples  with  (pints  of  hartfhorn,  and 
poured  water  into  her  mouth.  Full  half  an  hour 
was  (pens  in  finding  the  hufband,  who  came  rox  me.., 
’  I  founc^ 
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I  found  her  entirely  motionleis,  her  face  fomewhas 
fwoln  and  and  livid,  her  jaws  fallen,  and  every 
other  appearance  of  death;  but  having  a  general 
warmth,  I  was  induced  to  attempt  her  recovery. 
After  laying  her  in  a  proper  fituation,  I  directed  the 
women  to  rub  her  extremities  with  common  fait;  the 
hufband  was  employed  in  rubbing  her  temples  with 
hartfhorn,  every  now  and  then  applying  it  to  her 
noitrils ;  at  the  fame  time  I  opened  a  vein  in  her 
arm,  from  which  the  blood  only  dropt  flowIye 
When  the  friction  had  been  continued  about  fifteen 
minutes,  I  perceived  a  fmall  pulfe;  this  allured  me 
that  the  ufe  of  the  fumigator,  or  bronchotomy  wouid 
not  be  wanting,  which  it  was  my  intention  to  have 
tried.  The  fri&ion  was  continued  with  afliduity  for 
half  an  hour,  when  I  found  her  pulfe  increafe;  the 
blood  flowed  freer;  Ihe  began  to  breathe,  and  move 
her  head ;  and  foon  after  fcreamed  moft  violently. 
She  then  fwallowed  a  few  drops  of  fpirit  of  hartf¬ 
horn  and  water  without  much  difficulty:  her  fenfes  in 
fome  degree  returned;  Ihe  called  for  water,  and  com¬ 
plained  of  her  legs  being  hurt :  her  extremities  be¬ 
ing  by  this  time  very  much  inflamed,  and  fhe  being 
thought  out  of  danger,  the  friction  was  difcontinued! 

I  then  left  directions  with  the  people  about  her  how 
fhe  was  to  be  managed ;  and  on  the  next  morning 
found  her  free  of  ail  complaints,  except  a  pain  in 
her  head  and  forenefs  of  the  throat.  I  have  feen 
her  frequently  flnce  in  perfeCt  health. 

F.  THOM  ASA9 

CASE  IV, 

* 

ON  Thurfday  afternoon,  Auguft  18,  1774, 

John  Harrington ,  a  boy  1 4  years  old,  fon  to  Mary 
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Harrington ,  near  the  Blue  Pojls  at  Poplar ,  went  Into 
the  Thames ,  near  the  Horfe- ferry  at  Limehoufe ,  to 
bathe.  The  tide  making  down,  and  the  river  fud- 
denly  deepening  at  that  place,  he  foon  got  out  of 
his  depth,  and  was  in  the  greateft  danger  of  being 
drownedj  hi  was  a  confiderable  time  in  the  water* 
ftruggling  and  driving  down  with  the  tide,  until 
being  quite  fpent,  infenfible,  and  finking,  he  was 
fortunately  taken  into  a  boat  by  Ifaac  and  Corne¬ 
lius  Eftridge .  He  was  actually  below  the  furface  of 
the  water,  and  they  could  juft  reach  to  catch  hold 
of  fome  part  of  the  body,  and  in  all  probability  he 
would  have  been  totalis  loft  in  two  minutes  more, 
as  it  was  in  the  middle  of  the  river.  He  was  with¬ 
out  fenfe,  or  any  perceptible  refpiration,  when  taken 
up.  They  brought  him  on  fhore,  and  began 
to  fhake  him  pretty  fmartly,  with  his  head  rather 
downwards,  as  they  fuppofed  he  had  taken  in 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  water  :  however,  by  this 
agitation  he  came  to  his  fenfes;  he  was  taken  into  the 
Three  Crowns  at  the  Ferryy  and  put  to  bed  between 
blankets.  In  this  fituation  I  found  him  when  I  firft 
came,  (fays  Mr.  Patteny  of  Radclijfe-crofsy  the  Me¬ 
dical  Afiiftant  who  fuperintended  the  cure).  As 
he  was  then  fenfible,  and  the  pulfation  at  the  wrift 
plainly  to  be  diftinguilhed,  I  directed  him  to  be  well 
rubbed  with  a  piece  of  hot  flannel,  and  fome  warm 
brandy  and  water  to  be  given  him.  After  which  he 
lay  two  hours,  and  went  home  perfedtly  well.— 
Mr.  Patten  alfo  obferves,  that  the  encouragement 
and  rewards  which  the  Society  give  to  people  aflift- 
ing  in  fuch  cafes,  will  be  the  means  not  only  of  re¬ 
covering  many  thaaght  to  be  dead,  but  will  make 
people  more  diligent  in  giving  their  afliftance,  before 
they  are  fo  far  gone  as  to  render  the  recovery  doubt¬ 
ful — an  inftance  of  which  was  to  be  feen  in  the  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  recited  cafe.  A  waterman  in  garticular,;;,jUpon 
the  firft  cry  of  the  boy’s  danger,  jumped  from  off 
the  gunwale  of  a  fhip  into  his  boat,  at  the  hazard  of 
breaking  his  limbs,  with  the  view  of  being  firft  to 
get  him  out  of  the  water ;  but  it  happened  others 
were  nearer,  and  took  him  up :  Again  the  people 
at  the  houfe  made  no  fcruple  of  receiving  him, 
and  immediately  putting  him  to  bed. 

CASE  V. 

A  paragraph  appearing  in  the  public  papers  relative 
to  the  reftoration  of  Capt.  Scott,  who  had  fallen 
into  the  River  Thames ,  near  Limehoufe ,  feveral 
Gentlemen,  Directors  in  the  Society,  took  the 
trouble  of  going  down  to  that  place,  in  order  to 
learn  the  particulars  of  the  event  from  the  perfons 
faid  to  be  immediately  concerned  in  his  recovery, 
viz.  William  Edges  and  his  apprentice,  who  took 
the  body  out  of  the  wafer;  Thomas  Edlefton ,  the 
publican,  who  admitted  it  into  his  houfe;  and 
Mr.  Paul  Nedham ,  journeyman  to  Mr.  Hales , 
furgeon  and  apothecary  at  Limehoufe ,  who  fuper- 
intended  the  cure.  Thefe,  conjointly  and  fepa- 
rately,  confirmed  to  us  the  following  account. 
ON  September  5th,  1774,  about  five  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  as  Capt.  Scott ,  of  the  Favourite , 
juft  arrived  from  Leghorn ,  was  palling  in  a  boat 
from  his  fhip  to  land,  the  tide  ran  fo  ftrong  that  the 
lad  belonging  to  the  boat  was  not  able  to  make  way 
againft  it.  The  Captain  took  the  fcullj|from  the 
boy,  and  c h  the 

inattentive,  he  fell  into  the 
water,  vet  in  fucli  a  direction  that  his  head  foon 
emerged  above  the  furface.  It  appears  that  he  was 

carried 
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carried  i&dm nearly  a  mile  by^the  ftrengtb 
of  the  current,  when  William  Edges ,  waterman, 

feeing  his  perilous  fituation,  rowed  towards  him, 
and  by  the  afliftance  of  his  boy  heaved  the  body 
into  his  boat.  This  man  fays,  there  were  at  firft 
fome  feeble  figns  of  life,  his  eyes  being  convulfed, 
and  his  cheft  feeling  warm.  He  conveyed  him  as 
expeditioufly  as  poffible  to  the  Plough  Alehoufe  by 
Kidney  Stairs.  By  this  time  every  of  life,  as 
he  imagined,  had  vanifhed.  The  publican  very 
humanely  took  the  body  under  his  roof,  and  fur- 
nifhcd  every  neceffary  accommodation.  A  mef- 
fenger  was  immediately  difpatched  to  MefTrs.  Patten , 
of  Radcliff-Crofs,  and  Smith  of  Limehoufe ,  Medical 
Affiftants ;  but  thefe  gentlemen  not  being  at  home, 
Mr.  Nedham  attended.  He  informs  us,  that  he 
found  the  body  exrended  upon  a  table,  cold,  ftiff, 
and  motionlefs,  and  without  the  leaft  figns  of  refpi- 
ration  ;  the  jaws  were  fixed.  He  forgot  to  examine 
the  pulfe  at  his  firft  entrance,  but  ordered  him  to  be 
placed  in  a  warm  bed,  and  opened  a  vein  >  whence 
there  iffued  fcarcely  an  ounce  of  blood  :  brifk  fric¬ 
tions  of  fait,  volatiles,  &c.  were  ufed  for  fome  time. 
When  he  examined  the  wrift,  he  perceived  a  feeble 
pulfation,  but  how  long  this  had  taken  place,  or 
whether  it  had  ever  been  fufpended,  he  was  not  able 
to  fay,  as  he  had  forgotten  to  attend  to  this  circum- 
flance  upon  his  firft  arrival.  But  as  fo  trivial  a 
quantity  of  blood  had  iffued  from  the  orifice,  there 
is  great  reafon  to  conclude  that  the  circulation  was 
entirely  fufpended. — The  means  mentioned  above 
were  employed  for  near  half  an  hopr,  without  their 
making  any  apparent  progrefs.  At  lengthy  forcibly 
opening  the  patient’s  mouth,  they  applied  to  it  the 
pipe  of  a  pair  of  bellows,  and  blew  into  the  lungs. 
This  immediately  excited  a  fudden  catching  of  the 
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breath,  which  gradually  encreafed.  In  the  fpace  of 
two  hours  the  Captain  was  fo  far  recovered,  as  to 
appear  out  of  danger,  though  he  was  extremely 
heavy,  ftupid  and  inattentive,  during  the  whole 
day.  He  for  fome  days  loft  the  power  of  fpeech  5 
Jbut  was  afterwards  perfectly  reftored. 

It  is  obfervable  that  no  water  came  from  his 
lungs.  The  perfons  who  gave  their  afiiftance  were 
fatisfa&orily  rewarded  by  the  Society. 

CASE  VL 

ON  TFednefday ,  September  20, 1774,  betwixt  three 
and  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  James  Beckety 
aged  about  35  years,  fell  out  of  his  boat  into  the 
Thames ,  near  the  Hermitage  Bridge.  His  foot  being 
accidentally  entangled  in  a  rope,  which  had  faftenedL 
the  boat  to  a  veflel,  he  was  fufpended  by  the  leg, 
and  his  head  was  under  the  furface  of  the  water. 
A  lad  in  the  fame  boat  attempted  to  extricate  him, 
but  in  vain.  At  length  the  fhoe  Hipping  off  his 
foot,  he  plunged  under  the  water.  As  he  arofe, 
the  boy  feized  his  leg,  but  was  not  able  to  hold  it. 
The  fecond  time  of  his  emerging,  the  lad  laid  hold  of 
fome  part  of  his  coat,  and  crying  out  for  help,  two 
other  watermen  came  to  his  afiiftance,  and  with 
great  difficulty  (he  being  a  large,  heavy  man)  they 
heaved  him  into  the  boat.  He  was  immediately 
conveyed  to  the  neareft  public-houfe  in  Rotherhithe, 
where  the  landlady  received  him  with  great  huma¬ 
nity  and  care. 

Thefe  particulars  were  given  us  by  the  watermen 
who  took vflie  body  The  remainder  we  fhall 
relate  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Cor  my  himfelf,  the  fur- 

geon 
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geon  who  was  the  happy  inftrument  of  the  recovery* 
in  a  letter  addrelTed  to  us. 

*  Gentlemen, 

c  On  IVednefday ,  about  four  o’clock  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  I  was  fent  for  to  the  New-Tork  Arms ,  a 
public-houfe  in  this  parifh.  On  my  arrival  there, 
was  introduced  to  a  man  that  had  been  taken  up 
out  of  the  River,  and  was  then  in  a  boat  adjoining 
to  the  yard.  1  immediately  ordered  him  on  flaore, 
and  faw  him  brought  with  great  care  by  three  men. 

He  was  placed  in  a  room,  and  appeared  dead,  being 
without  motion  ;  and  from  the  mod  minute  exa¬ 
mination,  I  could  not  difcover  either  breath  or  pul- 
fation.  His  clothes,  by  my  dire<dion,  were  cut  off, 
and  his  head  was  railed  rather  above  his  body  \  the 
room  was  cleared  from  fpecdators,  except  fuch  as 
were  ufeful,  and  a  condant  fridtion  applied  to  his 
belly,  which  appeared  hard  and  enlarged.  By  thb^fc 
means  I  difcovered  a  fpafm  or  two  about  his  eyes. 

1  then  proceeded  to  venefeftion,  and  immediately 
the  fpafms  encreafed,  and  were  fucceeded  by  diftor- 
tions  of  the  body  and  limbs,  and  they  terminated  in 
ftrongand  continued  co-nvulfions,  which  laded  feve- 
ral  minutes,  and  then  his  fenfes  returned.  I  then  or¬ 
dered  him  clean  and  warm  cloths,  gave  him  a  fmall 
portion  of  brandy,  and  had  him  put  to  bed  :  I  find 
this  morning  he  is  perfectly  recovered,  and  feds 
no  inconvenience  from  the  difader. 

‘  The  watermen  who  attended,  and  were  ufe¬ 
ful  to  me,  have  applied  for  this  letter,  to  recom¬ 
mend  them  to  your  notice  for  a  reward  :  if  you 
think  they  merit  the  full,  or  p&rtof  the  reward, 
you’ll  pleafe  to  ufe  yoimdTcretion.  As  to  my  at¬ 
tendance  and  application,  the  Society  being  edab- 
ljhed  on  fuch  humane  aud  honourable  principle*, 

it 
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it  gives  me  happinefs  to  contribute  my  affi fiance 
without  reward,  except  that  of  doing  fervice  to  my 
fellow-creatures. 

c  I  wifh  luccefs  may  crown  fo  laudable  an  infti- 
tution  j  and  believe  me 


SL  John  Southwark , 

S?pt.  22,  1774. 


Your  humble  Servant, 
T.  CORNET.5 


J  v  »■*■■■  / 

Mr.  Becket  appeared  before  the  Society,  afTembJqd 
September  ^  ,  to  return  the  Directors  thanks  for  a 
reftoration  to  life,  of  which  they  were  fo  inflrumen- 
tal.  He  confirmed  the  account  given  by  the  wa¬ 
terman  concerning  the  accident,  and  faid  that,  as  he 
was  carelefsly  ftepping  backwards,  in  order  to  look 
at  fame  objed,  his  foot  miffed  the  edge  of  the  boat, 
and  he  plunged  into  the  water  ;  and  that  by  his 
other  foot  being  entangled  in  the  rope,  he  was  ren¬ 
dered  incapable  of  faving  himfelf  by  fwimming. 
He  recoileded  a  vinery,  agitation  of  mind  for  a  few 
moments  j  but  he  had  no  pain,  and  fcon  became 
fenfeiefs.  He  felt  a  tightnefs  and  oppreflion  upon 
his  bread,  and  a  flight  rough  for  fome  days  after¬ 
wards,  but  no  other  inconvenience. 

This  man  is  remarkably  tall  and  flout :  he  Agna¬ 
il  zed  himfelf  in  the  year  ^  ,  in  quelling  an  in-< 

furredion  of  the  coal-heavers,  by  feizing  five  of  the 
ringleaders  witjijiis  own  hand. 

The  fight  of  fo  hearty^a  perfon  in  the  full  vigour 
of  life,  a  worthy  hufband,  and  father  of  a  family, 
and  ufeful  member  of  fociety^fnatched  from  inftant 
death,  inipired  every  one  prefent  with  the  higheft 
fatiiftadion  and  triumph  :  and  they  agreed  the  pains 
and  expences  the  Society  had  been  at,  would  have 

D  been 
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been  abundantly  recompenfed,  had  this  been  the  only 
inftahee  of  reiteration  to  life  by  their  means. 


CASE  vm 


The  following  remarkable  inftance  of  faccefs  was 
communicated  to  Mr.  Rich,  Secretary  to  the  So¬ 
ciety,  by  Mr.'  Smithy  of  Limehcufe,  one  of  the 
Medical  Affiftants. 

*  Sir9  Oftober  31,  1774. 

*  I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform  you,  that  I  was 
yefterday  inftru  mental  in  faving  the  life  of  a  per- 
fon  who  was  in  a  moft  critical  firuation,  by  falling 
into  the  River  Thames.  The  cafe  was  as  follows  :• 
c  Nicholas  GroVffie,  whofe  mother  keeps  a  public 
houfe  (the  fign  of  themed  Lion  and  Still)  in  Drury- 
lane,  went  yefterday  'with  two  of  his  acquaintances 
to  fee  a  friend  on  board  the  JJJhley ,  Capt.  Crifp,  an 
homeward-bound  Weft-I hdia-man ,  lying  off  Lime- 
houfe  hole ,  a  three-maft  veflel.  He  iniifled  upon 
climbing  up  the  foremaft  notwithstanding 

the  earned:  remdnftrances  of  his  friends.  When  he 
was  up  to  the  fore-top  fuppofed  to  be  at 

the  height  of  fixty  feet  from  the  water,  he  fell,  firft 


upon  the  round-top,  from  thence  on  the  gunwale  of 
^  -\the  fliip,  and  then  into  the  river.  It  wanted  about 
*  an  hour  and  half  to  lowfv  water.  The  fbip  was  on 

the  "Out  fide  of  a  tier;  fotne  lighters  were  alfo  ahead 
of  her.  He  funk  under  ^  rnmer^£nnp  of  thefe 
lighters,  and  arofe  between  two  others  on  the  fide 
next  to  the  adjacent  fbip,  with  his  face  under  the 
water.,  and  his  back  upwards.  A  Dane  belonging 
to  the  fhip  which  lay  on  the  in  fide  of  the 
and  a. Black,  cook  of 'the  fame  fbip,  perceiving  fte 
accident,  immediately  fhd  down  the  cables  to  the 

affiftance 
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afliftance  of  the  unfortunate  man.  The  Dane  firft 
laid  hold  of  the  fkirt  of  his  coat,  and  the  Black 
foon  after  feized  his  hand.  They  held  him  in  this 
manner  until  two  watermen,  William  Blackett  and 
Richard  of  St.  Catharine’s ,  palling  that 

way,  came  to  their  affiftance.  They  got  him  into 
a  boat,  and  immediately  conveyed  him  to  land  % 
there  was  neither  fenfe  nor  motion  in  him.  He  was 
fix  or  eight  minutes  under  the  water. 

*  I  was  immediately  fent  for,  and  happened  for¬ 
tunately  to  be  in  the  way.  When  I  -w-as- arrived, 
they  had  already  got  the  patient  into  a  public* houfe 
at  Limehoufe>  the  figm  of  the  Herns ,  kept  by  Mr. 
John  Hon*fby,  who  received  him  with  great  huma¬ 
nity,  and  afforded  him  every  affiftance  in  his  pow¬ 
er,  after  admittance  had  been  refufed  into  another 
boufe.  I  found  him  placed  before  the  fire,  void  of 
fenfe,  or  perceptible  refpiration.  There  was  no 
pulfe  at  the  wrifts  or  temples,  nor  any  beating  of 
the  heart.  The  attendants  were  already  rubbing 
him  with  dry  fait ;  I  continued  the  friction  ;  and  in 
a  few  minutes  he  fhewed  fome  figns  of  life.  I  0£* 
dere^fek  wet  clothes  to  be  immediately  taken  off, 
and  the  fx)dy  to  be  placed  in  bed,  and  rubbed  well 
with  hot  flannels.  In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
more  he  attempted  to  (peak,  and  the  pulfe  was 
plainly  to  be  felt  at  the  wrift.  I  bled  him  dire&ly, 
taking  away  about  eight  ounces  of  blood.  Soon 
after  he  was  made  to  fwallow,  though  with  fome 
difficulty,  a  little  warm  brandy  and  water. 

‘  1  then  particularly  examined  his  head,  and 
found  a  large  lacerated  wound  on  the  right  fide, 
near  three  inches  long,  which  I  dreffed.  Covering 
him  warm,  and  giving  proper  717re£l: ions  to  the  al- 
fiftants,  1  left  him.  In  two  hours  I  returned,  and 
found  him  much  recovered* 

D  a 
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*  The  next  morning  he  was  fo  well,  as  to  be 
able  to  go  home  with  his  mother  in  a  coach,  whc* 
hearing  of  his  misfortune  had  come  down,  and  at¬ 
tended  him  the  preceding  night. 

4  I  fhould  obferve  that,  in  the  night  after  the 
accident,  he  bled  from  the  wound  on  the  head 
through  all  the  drefilngs  and  cloths.  I  did  not 
few  up  the  wound,  though  large,  the  fcalp  being 
fo  much  lacerated  that  in  all  probability  it  would 
have  inflamed, 


6  As  foon  as  he  became  fenfible,  he  complained  of 
violent  pains  in  his  back,  legs  and  arms :  one  Jeg 
was  broiled  in  the  fall,  and  was  confiderably  fwoln 
the  next  morning. 

c  The  perfons  who  took  up  the  body,  and  aflift- 
ed  in  the  recovery,  as  alfo  the  publican  who  received 
him  into  his  houfe,  deferve  great  commendation  for 
their  behaviour ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  they  will 
meet  with  the  encouragement  they  merit  for  their 
diligence. — With  fincere  refpedls,  and  with  hearty 
wi  flies  for  the  fuccefs  of  fo  refpedtable  and  deferving 
^foociety,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  *  * 
ft  Your  mojft  obedient  fervant, 

RICHARD  SMITH.5 

Ithougb.  this  account,  given  us  by  Mr.  Smith, 
is  perfectly  fatisfadlory  as  to  the  fact  itfelf,  and  to 
the  moil  material  circumflances  of  which  he  was 
witnefs  ;  yet  curiofity  prompted  us  to  enquire  into 
the  particulars  antecedent  to  his  arrival  ;  and  we* 
}mr*i  from  Mr.  Jofcph  Curtis ,  a  companion  of  Mr. 
Grooms ,  who  was  with  him  on  board  the  veflel, 
and  of  Mr.  the  landlord,  that  four  or  five 

minutes  had  elapfed  after  the  falH^before  the  body 
became  vifible  to  them  ;  that  it  was  about  eight  mi¬ 
nutes  after  the  body  appeared  before  it  could  be 
/9/t.  /?•  -7-- — -  „  taken 
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taken  up,  as  the  perfons  who  firft  endeavoured 
could  not  fucceed  ’till  the  watermen  came  to  their 
afiiftance  $  that  it  was  twenty  minutes  at  leaft  from 
the  time  of  the  body’s  being  taken  out  of  the  water 
to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Smith  \  that  he  fighed  in  about 
three  minutes  after  the  means  were  ufed  by  that  gen¬ 
tleman,  and  became  univerfally  convulfed  :  that  it 
was  above  an  hour  before  the  patient  opened  his 
eyes,  and  two  hours  before  he  could  fpeak  intelli¬ 
gibly  ;  and  that  he  threw  no  water  up  from  his 
lungs  or  ftomach. 

Notwithftanding  this  providential  efcape  from 
immediate  death,  the  patient  was  afterwards  in  great 
danger  from  the  wounds  and  bruifes  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  in  his  fall ;  particularly  that  in  his  head, 
which  at  firft  gave  fome  caufe  to  apprehend  a  frac¬ 
ture  or  fifture  ofvthe  fkull,  but  fortunately  thefe 
fears  were  groundlefs;  and  by  the  great  care  and 
{kill  of  his  furgeon,  'Mr.j4nderfon9  (ft,§$ueen-Jlreet9 


who  in  conjunction  with  mdfinJHunfer  and  H$wes< 


perfecUy  i 


and  Dr.  Cogan ,  gave  him  ccnftant  attendance,  he 
^recovered# 

CASE  Vffl. 


leaving  obferved  in  the  London  Chronicle  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  recovery  of  a  child  that  was 
drowned  at  Henley  upon  Thames ,  we  wrote  to  Mr. 
C! owes  1  Surgeon  in  that  place,  who  was  mentioned 
as  having  performed  the  cure,  for  the  particulars, 
of  it ;  and  he  was  fo  obliging  as  to  tranfmit  the 
following  to  us,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Rich ,  Secre¬ 
tary  to  the  Society. 
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$ir9  Henley  upon  Thames ,  July  15,  1774; 

In  compliance  with  your  requefl,  I  have  fent  as 
true  a  ftate  of  the  cafe  you  enquire  about  as  I  am 
able,  and  think  myfelf  happy  in  having  merited 
the  attention  of  fo  humane  a  Society. 

4  ON  the  2  yth  of  April  an  accident  happened  here, 
attended  with  a  very  fingular  circumftance :  fome 
children  were  playing  near  a  drain  cut  through  this 
town  for  the  conveniency  of  conveying  the  water 
from  a  neighbouring  fpring,  occafioned  by  the  late 
heavy  rains,  into  the  Thames ,  when  one  of  thefe 
children  unfortunately  fell  in,  and  was  driven  by  the 
rapidity  of  the  current  near  300  yards  under  ground. 
From  the  place  where  this  little  girl  fell,  the  water 
takes  an  angular  courfe  under  the,  great  Oxford  Road% 
and  is  banked  in  with  polls  and  other  implements  to 
confine  the  violence  of  t^e  flream.  From  the  an¬ 
gular  courfe  it  runs  in  a  right  line  into  the  Thames , 
through  another  narrow  covered  drain,  almoil 
,«^ioaked  up  with  fand  and  filth.  This  afaild,  fome- 
thlng  better  than  two  years  of  age,  was  at  laft  taken 
up  at  the  end  of  this  drain,  notwithflanding  every 
impediment  in  the  pafiage. 

My  houfe  being  fituated  next  the  Thames  where 
the  child  was  taken  up,  I  was  called  immediately  to 
its  affiflance,  and  found  her  to  all  appearance  dead ; 
cold  as  clay;  the  extremities  and  body  of  a  high 
livid  colour,  with  its  jaw  fallen,  and  a  neighbour 
fufpending  her  by  the  legs.  Being  firmly  of  opinion 
that  little  or  no  water  enters  into  the  thorax  or  fto- 
rnach  in  thefe  cafes,  I  immediately  altered  its  pofirion 
(after  taking  off  the  wet  clothes  with  the  greatefl 
expedition)  by  the  a (11  (lance  of  two  or  three  by- 

flanders ? 
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ftanders  *  the  child  was  fupported  in  an  horizontal 
pofture,  with  its  head  a  little  elevated.  Then  I 
began  the  recovery,  by  comprefiing  with  my  hands 
the  abdomen,  fo  as  to  force  the  vifcera  towards  the 
diaphragm*  that  the  lungs  might  receive  fome 
preffure,  and  expel  the  ftagnated  air  in  their 
veffels  ;  as  it  is  generally  allowed,  that  people  who 
die  by  fubmerfion,  die  in  infpiration.  By  continuing 
this  preffure  a  fhort  time,  and  making  a  ftrong 
friCtion  with  warm  cloths  upon  the  abdomen,  thorax 
and  extremities  (by  the  help  of  a  proper  affiftant 
who  was  at  hand)  the  child  foon  Ihewed  fome  figns 
of  life  by  little  gafpings.  I  alfo  evidently  felt  a 
pulfation  from  the  heart.  As  foon  as  fbe  was  ca¬ 
pable,  of  fwallowing,  I  got  down  acetum  fcilliticum 
\fs<  in  order  to  ftimulate  nature  by  puking,  which 
had  the  defired  effeCt,  and  flie  foon  recovered. 
The  coldnefs  of  the  limbs  prevented  my  ufing  the 
lancet,  and  I  believe  it  was  a  full  hour  before  the 
pulli  at  the  wrift  could  be  perceived. 

1  am>  Sir ,  your  obedient  humble  Servant , 

T.  CLOWES, 

CASE  IX. 

B 

We  (hall  take  the  liberty  of  inferting,  in  this  col¬ 
lection,  the  following  inftance  of  the  furprifing  ef¬ 
fects  of  electricity,  communicated  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
SvwdQ&>  and  Mr.  Hawes ,  apothecary,  in  the  Strand , 
by  Mr.  Squires ,  of  War  dour  -Jlr eet,  Soho.  For  al¬ 
though  we  are  obliged  at  prefent  to  confine  our  re¬ 
wards  to  cafes  of  drowned  perfons,  yet  one  part  of 
our  defign  is  to  m an i felt  the  poffbility  of  recovery 
in  every  inftance  of  fudden  death,  where  the  vital 

powers 
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powers  are  fufpended,  without  any  efTential  in¬ 
jury  being  induced  upon  the  frame.'  It  will  alfo' 
manifeft  the  admirable  effeds  of  the  eledrical 
Hiock  ;  whjch  we^vould  earneftly  recommend  in  all 
cafes  o flrt*#* "nature  where  it  can  be  obtained. 
y  y1*  ‘  Catharine  Sophia  Greenhill,  ^laughter  of  William 
/ GreenhilU  three-yewo  o£  nge»  on  the  1 6th  of  July, 
1774,  fell  out  of  a  one  pair  of  (lairs  window  upon 
the  paved  (tones :  (he  was  taken  up  to  -all  appear¬ 
ance  dead.  An  apothecary  being  fent  for,  he  de¬ 
clared  that  nothing  could,  be  done  for  the  child  : 


//T  J? 


where  the  acci- 


Mr.  Squires ,  who  lives 
dent  happened,  finding  the  cafe  hopelefs,  with  the 
confent  of  the  parents  very  humanely  tried^J*e 
feds  of  eledricity.  At- lead  twenty  minut  es^h&di 
elapfed  before  he  could  apply  the  fhock,  which  he 
gave  to  various  parts  of  the  body  without  any  ap¬ 
parent  fuccefs ;  but  at  length,  upon  tranfmitting  a 
few  fhocks  through  the  thorax,  he  perceived  a  fmali 
pulfation  :  foon  after  the  child  began  to  figh,  and 
to  breathe,  though  with  great  difficulty.  In  about* 
ten  minutes  (lie  vomited  :  a  kind  of  ftupor,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  depreffion  of  the  cranium,  remained 
for  fome  days,  but  proper  means  being  ufed,  the 
child  was  reitored  to  perfed  health  and  fpirits  in 
about  a  week.5 

Mr.  Squires  gave  this  aftonifhing  cafe  of  recovery 
to  the  above  gentlemen,  from  no  other  motive  than 
a  defire  of  promoting  the  good  of  mankind  ;  and 
hopes  for  the  future  that  no  perfon  will  be  given  up 
for  dead ,  till  various  means  have.been  ufed  for  their 
recovery. 


CASE 
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CASE  X. 

/  «• 

C  ‘  V  *’ 

The  Cafe  following  was  communicated  to  Mr.  Rich9 
Secretary  to  the  Society,  by  Mr.  Rofe>  Surgeon 
and  Apothecary,  at  Putney . 

.  ‘  '  J  .  •  '  V  >•  V  ,  ,  f  ... 

Putney,  Auguft  15,  1774.  1 
*  Sir\  *•  v  - 

c  You’ll  be  pleafed  to  prefent  my  mod  refpedtful 
compliments  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Society,  and 
acquaint  them  I  have,  agreeable  to  their  requed, 
tranfmicted  the  method  ufed  in  the  recovery  of  John 
Beejley ,  a  lad  of  12  years  of  age,  fon  to  a  fhoe- 
maker  in  Fulham . 

*  Palling  over  the  bridge  in  my  carriage  on  the 
4th  ind.  about  fix  .  o’clock  in  the  evening,  I  was 
flopped,  and  requeded  to  give  my  affidance  to  a 
boy  jud  carried  into  the  Swan  Akhouje  by  the  water 
fide,  faid  to  be  drowned.  On  my  entrance,  I  found 
him  lying  on  his  face,  and  people  rubbing  him 
with  fait.  I  immediatelyacaufed  him  to  he  fee  up,  his 
head  and  fhoulders  fupported,  and  took  away  8  oz . 
of  blood  from  the  arm,  rubbed  his  face,  neck,  &c. 
well  with  brandy,  and  continued  the  fri&ion  of  fait : 
after  fome  time  perfiding  in  this  method,  he  fhewed 
ligns  of  life.  I  then  directed  him  to  be  put  to  bed 
betwixt  the  blankets,  and  attempted  to  get  down 
fome  brandy  into  the  domach,  but  this  was  imprac¬ 
ticable.  ,  I  then  left  him  for  the  prefent,  defiring 
the  attendants  to  continue  the  fri&ion  of  fait  on 
the  body  and  extremities,  and  the  bathing  of  the 
face,  &c.  with  the  brandy,  and  to  keep  his  head  and 
fhoulders  a  little  raifed.  At  nine  o’clock  the  fame 
evening  1  called  again,  ^md  found  nature  had  juft 
then  made  an  effort,  by  vomiting  up  fome  (lime 
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and  water.  His  pulfe  now  was  getting  up,  and  a 
general  warmth  was  diffufed  all  over  him.  I  ordered 
ibme  gruel  with  wine  as  foon  as  he  was  capable  of 
taking  it,  and  then  to  leave  him  to  reft,  which  he  did 
the  remaining  part  of  the  night.  He  arofe  the  next 
morning  free  from  complaints,  eat  a  good  breakfaft, 
walked  home,  and  has  continued  perfedtly  well 
ever  fince* 

1  am>  Sir , 

Tour  moft  humble  Servant , 

JOHN  ROSE.* 

*  N .  B.  When  I  firft  faw  him  there  was  a  total  lols 
of  mufcular  motion,  no  perceptible  pulfe  nor  refpi- 
ration;  the  extremities  cold,  face  and  eyes  livid, 
and  the  jaws  fixed,  with  a  frothing  at  the  mouth  ^  in 
fhort,  he  was  to  all  appearance  dead,  excepting  a 
guttural  noife,  which  indicated  fome  degree  of  air 
circulating  through  the  lungs.  How  long  he  might 
be  ftruggling  in  the  water  ere  he  was  taken  out  I 
know  not  *,  they  told  me  he  had  been  fifteen  mi¬ 
nutes  out  of  it  when  I  firft  faw  him/ 

a 

CASE  XL 
D 

The  fubftance  of  the  following  cafe  being  inierted 
in  the  public  papers,  we  were  defirous  of  having 
its  authenticity  confirmed  by  Mr.  R$nd<dl  him- 
felf,  who  was  fo  obliging  as  to  returfi  us  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fatisfadory  anfwer  to  our  enquiries,  ad- 
dr  died  to  the  Secretary. 

‘  Sir,  Batb.>  Ga&ftreet ,  Sept .  12,  1774. 

1  On  Saturday  the  27th  of  Auguft ,  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  I  was  called  to  a  lad  about  nine  years  old, 
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fon  of  Mr.  Sym9  pig-butcher,  in  Queen -flreet.  The 
mefienger  told  me  the  boy  was  drowned,  but  that 
fome  figns  of  life  were  perceptible.  I  haftened  to 
him  with  all  expedition,  and  as  I  entered  the  door, 
ordered  a  large  fire  to  be  made  in  the  kitchen;  which 
was  immediately  done. ^Qnj^iewing  the  patient,  I 
found  hftuhad  had- a  vein  open ecTby  a  butcher,  who 
had  prefied  out  of  it  about  two  ounces  of  blood: 
part  of  his  wet  clothes  ftill  remained  on  him,  and 
lome  few  bubbles  of  froth  now  and  then  appeared 
upon  his  lips.  Whilft  we  were  taking  off  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  clothes,  fome  heated  blankets  were 
brought  up,  into  which  he  was  inftantly  put,  and 
often  rolled  in  them.  Thefe  were  repeatedly  ap¬ 
plied  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  His  face,  body  and 
extremites,  were  quite  cold,  and  or  a  livid  com¬ 
plexion  ;  and  the  heart  had  not  the  leaft  degree  of 
motion  in  it.  I  then  got  a  warming-pan-full  of 
common  fait,  and  having  heated  it  over  the  fire, 
put  it  into  a  flannel  petticoat,  which  I  found  at 
hand,  and  laid  it  over  the  region  of  the  ftomach, 
heart,  and  great  part  of  the  abdomen.  In  about 
five  minutes  after  this  laft  application  (though  the 
former  ones  were  conftandy  renewed  with  unremit¬ 
ted  fridlions  of  warm  flannels)  he  began  to  figh. 
This  fymptom,  no  doubt,  was  very  pleafing  to  me, 
as  well  as  to  me^ftanders^by  ;  on  which  we  repeated 
our  labours,  if  poffible,  with  redoubled  afliduity. 
In  about  an  hour  more  he  began  to  breathe  with 
great  difficulty,  and  the  motion  of  the  heart  to  re¬ 
turn,  though  feebly  :  Frequent  applications  of  heated 
fait  during  this  period  had  been  ufed.  Soon  after 
this,  he  drew  up  his  legs  and  arms,  and  began  to, 
ftruggle  under  the  clothes ;  and  now  a  cold  fweat 
appeared  on  his  face,  which  in  ten  minutes  more 
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became  warm,  and  then  gradually  extended  itfejf 
over  the  whole  body.  His  breathing  was  lefs  and 
lefs  difficult  for  the  next  eight  hours,  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  which  his  fpeech  returned  ;  and  foon  after  he 
fell  afleep.  The  next  morning  I  found  him  per¬ 
fectly  recovered,  and^ble  to  walk  about  as  well  as 
if  nothing  had  happened.  I  afked  hina-if  he  re¬ 
membered  any  thing  of  the  accident,  and  what  were 
his  fenfations  at  the  time  of  drowning  ?  To  which  his 
replies  in  general  were,  that  he  did  not  know  that 
he  had  been  in  the  water,  or  that  any  means  had 
been  ufed  for  his  recovery.  From  the  ftridteft  en¬ 
quiry  I  can  make,  and  from  the  means  ufed  to 
find  him  in  the  river,  I  fhould  fuppofe  he  could  not 
have  lain  there  lefs  than  twenty  minutes.  I  fhould 
have  mentioned  that  the  boy’s  parents  Jive  at  a  con- 
Uderable  diftance  from  the  place  where  he  was  taken 
up,  and  that  thofe  who  carried  him  home  held  him 
up  by  the  heels,  with  his  head  obliquely  downward  5 
by  which  pofition,  they  faid,  much  water  had  been 
evacuated  by  his  nofe  and  mouth.  From  what  I 
have  ohferved  in  the  above  patient,  I  fhould  imagine 
great  attention  and  ftridl  application  are  abfolutely 
neceffary  in  like  cafes. 

6  I  heard  of  a  man  who  was  taken  out  of  the  fame 
river  not  a  month  fmce,  and  who  had  not  been 
therein  more  than  five  nfinutes :  lie  was  flript  and 
bled  almoft  immediately,  afterwards  rubbed  with 
fair,  and  put  into  blankets,  and  yet  did  not  recover; 
which  circumftance  (if  the  report  be  true)  was  pro¬ 
bably  owing  to  a  want  of  perfeverance  and  labour  in 
the  afiiftants,  as  I  do  not  find  any  medical  gentleman 
had  been  called  to  him. 

I  fhall  at  all  times  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  of  the 
gentlemen  who  have  undertaken  this  laudable  and 
humane  fcheme  ;  and  beg  leave  to  affure  them, 
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that  any  future  informations  they  may  have  to  com¬ 
municate  /hall  be  readily  attended  to  by,  Sir, 

Your  molt  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

-  ■  ■  y 

THO.  RUNDELL.’ 

...  .  —  ' 
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To  the  P  U  B  L  I  C. 


We  undertook  to  introduce  into  thefe  king¬ 
doms  an  Inftitution  for  the  Recovery  of  Perfons  ap¬ 
parently  dead  by  Drowning,  &c.  upon  the  juftifi- 
able  preemption,  that,  fhould  the  methods  recom¬ 
mended  in  fuch  alarming  cafes  prove  in  any  tolerable 
degree  effectual,  the  known  and  experienced  huma¬ 
nity  of  our  countrymen  would  encourage  a  defign 
fo  peculiarly  benevolent  in  its  views.  We  naturally 
concluded,  that  numbers  in  this  great  and  opulent 
city  would  freely  join  us,  and  affift,  by  their  liberal 
contributions,  our  attempts  to  lefifen,  in  a  very  ef- 
fentiaL  article,  the  evils  of  human  life.  Induced  by 
thefe  confiderations,  we  have  taken  no  fmall  pains, 
and  fome  of  us  have  been  at  no  inconfiderable  ex¬ 
pence,  to  place  our  inftitution  upon  an  unexception¬ 
able  and  advantageous  footing,  and  to  give  the  me¬ 
thods  recommended  by  others  as  fo  remarkably  effi¬ 
cacious,  a  fair  and  impartial  trial.  If  they  had  not 
anfwered  our  defires,  we  fnould  have  borne  alone 
that  ridicule  which  the  bulk  of  mankind  are  fo  ready 
to  lavifh  upon  unfuccefsful  projectors  :  Surely  then 
we  have  a  right  to  call  upon  every  one  whofe  cir- 
cumftances  will  permit,  to  ffiaie  with  us  the  honour 
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of  doing  good  ;  the  inexpreffible  fatisfaCti©n  of 
fforing  life  to  perifhing  individuals,  and  happinefs 
to  diftrafted  families! 

The  above  examples  of  recovery,  Few  as  they  are, 
as  inconteftibly  prove  the  practicability  of  [reftoring 
thofe  who  are  to  all  appearance  dead,  as  if  they  had 
been  more  numerous.  And  they  afcertain  alfo  a  very 
affeCting  and  humiliating  truth  :  They  demonftrate 
that  hundreds  might  have  been  reftored,  and  have 
remained  to  this  moment  a  blefilng  to  their  connec¬ 
tions  and  to  the  world,  had  not  Britain  been  fo 
fhamefully  inattentive  to  thefe  cries  of  the  diftreffed  ; 
had  not  a  baneful,  may  we  not  fay  murderous  fpirit 
of  incredulity,  rendered  us  deaf  to  the  repeated  af- 
fertions  and  demon ftrative  faCts  communicated  to  us 
by  our  neighbours  on  the  continent ;  who,  we  are 
forry  to  fay,  have  in  this  inftance  taken  large 
ffrides  before  us,  in  ferving  the  great  caufe  of  hu¬ 
manity. 

The  fecond  part  of  the  Dutch  Memoirs,  pub- 
lifhed  lince  the  firft  was  tranflated,  contains  no 
lefs  than  fifty-eight  additional  inftances  of  reftora- 
tion  to  life ;  fo  that  they  have  redeemed,  in  the 
fpace  of  about  fix  years,  upwards  of  two  hundred 
louls  from  death.  In  France,  they  have  been  inftru- 
mental  in  faving  forty-five  perfons  out  of  fixty-nine 
in  about  1 6  months ;  and  it  is  a  natural  inference, 
that  England  has  permitted  numbers  nearly  equal 
to  perifh,  for  want  of  a  fimilar  interpofition. 

It  is  acknowledged,  that  accidents  by  water  may 
not  be  fo  frequent  in  and  about  this  city  as  in  feveral 
parts  of  Holland,  yet  they  are  fuificiently  nume¬ 
rous  to  awaken  the  concern  of  every  compafiionate 
breaft.  The  bills  of  mortality  inform  us,  that  up¬ 
wards  of  an  hundred  perfons  are  drowned  within 
their  limits  in  the  courfe  of  a  year*  Some  of  them, 
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indeed,  being  carried  off  by  the  tide,  are  not  foiin^ 
for  fcveral  days,  and  their  recovery  becomes  totally 
impoflibie.  But  the  greater  number  are  in  more  fa¬ 
vourable  circumftances ;  and  fuppofe  but  one  in  ten 
reftored,  what  man  would  think  the  defigns  of  this 
Society  unimportant,  were  himfelf,  his  relation  or 
his  friend  that  one  ? 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  happy  experience  we  now 
have,  as  well  as  that  of  the  chief  countries  in  Europe, 
will  at  length  fix  the  attention  of  our  countrymen 
upon  this  important  objeCt ;  and  then  they  will  foon 
learn  how  much  good  may  be  effected  by  their  pa¬ 
tronizing  our  undertaking.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
form  an  eftimate  of  the  number  of  lives  annually 
loft  by  drowning  in  this  ifland  :  but  when  we  recol¬ 
lect  that  we  are  furrounded  by  water ;  that  we  arc 
the  firft  maritime  date ;  that  accidents  of  this  na¬ 
ture  are  perpetually  happening  upon  navigable  ri¬ 
vers,  in  fea-ports,  and  on  voyages  *,  and  that  there 
is  not  a  town  or  village  in  the  kingdom  where  the 
inhabitants  are  not  expofed  to  danger  by  bathing. 
Hiding,  &c.  we  need  not  hefitate  to  pronounce  the 
amount  to  be  feveral  hundreds.  But  as  the  methods 
fo  fuccefsfully  praCtifed  in  the  cafe  of  drowned  per- 
fons,  are  alfo  applicable  in  fudden  deaths  occafioned 
by  various  other  cauies  ;  whether  fuffocation  by 
the  cord,  by  noxious  vapours,  (as  in  coal  and  lead 
mines)  fufpenfion  of  the  vital  powers  by  lightning, 
fyncopies,  &c.  &c.  what  an  ample  and  untrodden 
field  is  open  for  the  exercife  of  our  generous  com¬ 
panion  !  What  folid  benefits  might  we  not  infure 
to  the  ftate,  what  lafting  happinefs  to  thoufands, 
were  the  rich  individuals,  or  the  Magiftracy  of  this 
great  and  wealthy  city,  to  let  fo  laudable  a  defign 
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fliare  fome  portion  of  their  bounty*!  Our  pre¬ 
miums  might  be  extended  to  a  greater  diftance  from 
the  metropolis ;  they  might  alfo  comprehend  other 
cafes  of  fudden  deaths ;  we  fhould  be  enabled  to 
diffufe  over  the  whole  kingdom,  even  to  its  moft 
retired  parts,  the  knowledge  of  thefe  fuccefs- 
ful  methods,  and  excite  a  general  fpirit  of  trying 
falutary  experiments  in  every  cafe  of  fudden  death  : 
and  there  is  every  reafon  to  believe  that,  when  the 
public  becomes  familiarized  to  the  afturance,  that 
perfons  are  recoverable  in  circumftances  which  were 
once  deemed  beyond  the  reach  of  help,  they  will 
exert  themfelves  on  thefe  occafions  with  fuch  vigour 
and  perfeverancc  as  may  be  productive  of  the  molt 
happy  confequences.  Other  parts  of  the  nation  may 
be  animated  by  our  example,  and  form  fimilar  in- 
ftitutions  to  avert  the  evils  to  which  the  inhabitants 
are  rendered  liable  by  their  fituation  or  employment. 
Of  what  benefit  might  they  not  prove  in  fea-ports, 
large  towns,  by  the  fide  of  a  river,  and  particularly 
in  countries  abounding  with  mines !  The  very  idea 
of  fuch  extenfive  utility  mu  ft  warm  the  heart  of 
every  man  that  has  a  heart  to  be  warmed  :  And  we 
confefs  it  hurts  us  to  have  fuch  a  noble  profpeft 

*  We  C2nnot  forbear  expreffing  our  warmeft  acknow¬ 
ledgments  to  FREDERICK  BULL,  Efq;  the 
late  worthy  Lord  Mayor,  for  the  early  countenance  he 
has  given  to  our  defign.  It  is  not  unufual  for  Societies 
which  have  gained  a  full  eftablilhment,  or  are  fo  far  ad¬ 
vanced  as  to  confer  a  degree  of  honour  upon  their  Prefi- 
dents,  to  meet  with  refpettable  patrons.  But  for  the  chief 
Magiftrate  of  the  firft  city  in  Europe,  to  hoop  and  take  an  infant 
inftitution  by  the  hand,  and  lead  it  through  its  firft  dangers  and 
difficult  es,  merely  becaufe  it  was  a  humane  one,  refledls  the 
hio-hefi:  luftre  upon  the  benevolence  of  his  difpofttion,  a^d  af¬ 
fords  an  example  worthy  the  imitation  of  every  gentleman  of 
fortune  and  influence. 
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opened  to  our  view,  and  feel  ourfelves  confined  and 
fettered  by  the  narrownefs  of  our  finances. 

It  is  by  no  means  our  defire  to  eredl  this  Inftitu- 
tion  upon  the  ruins  of  any  other.  It  is  with  plea- 
fure,  and  with  a  judifiable  pride,  that  we  behold 
fuch  a  variety  of  Plans  formed,  and  fupported  by 
that  fpirit  of  benevolence  which  diftinguifhes  this 
nation,  in  order  to  alleviate  the  various  didreffes  of 
mankind.  Our  only  wifh  is,  that  this  may  be  added 
to  the  number;  that  we  may  be  uniform  and  con¬ 
fident  in  our  a£ts  of  humanity  y  that  the  dreams  of 
public  beneficence  may  not  be  confined  in  partial 
channels,  but  be  divided  and  fubdivided  until  they 
reach  every  proper  objed  of  didrefs. 

And  yet  the  judice  we  owe  to  our  undertaking 
requires  us  to  hint,  that  were  we  to  draw  a 
compa:  ifon  between  our  Inditution  and  thofe  many 
others  which  do  honour  to  their  patrons,  it  would 
yield  to  none  of  them,  either  with  refped  to  the 
quantity  of  good  produced  at  a  comparatively  fmall 
expence  ;  the  importance  and  extent  of  its  views ; 
or  the  peculiar  benevolence  of  its  defigns. 

After  the  extraordinary  expences  are  defray¬ 
ed,  which  were  neceffary  to  make  our  plan 
diffidently  known,  the  current  expences  will  be 
nearly  proportionate  to  the  number  of  accidents 
■which  prelent  themfelves.  As  we  are  not  bur¬ 
dened  with  any  danaing  charges,  as  the  fpct 
neared  to  the  place  where  the  accident  has  happened 
becomes  a  temporary  infirmary  ;  where,  if  the  hu¬ 
manity  of  the  inhabitant  fhould  not,  a  moderate 
gratuity  furnifhes  all  the  neceffary  accommodations  ; 
every  guinea  employed  veil]  be  towards  the  adtual 
redemption  of  a  life.  Surely  if  a  charitable  difpo- 
fition  contributes  fuch  large  Turns  with  chearful- 
nefs  towards  the  building,  furniture,  and  mainte¬ 
nance  of  Hospitals,  whore  a  princely  fortune  is 
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frequently  funk  previous  to  the  expeded  good, 
and  where  the  hopes  of  relief  are  equally  uncertain 
to  each  individual,  it  will  not  refufe  a  moiety 
immediately  employed  in  fuccouring  a  fellow  crea¬ 
ture  in  the  depth  of  didrefs. 

We  mud  alfo  urge  that  the  objects  this  inftitu- 
tion  attempts  to  relieve,  are  the  moil  pitiable  of 
any  that  can  be  imagined.  The  defign  of  it  is,  to 
redore  fuch  as  have  in  an  inftant  been  numbered 
amongft  the  dead>  by  feme  dreadful  difader,  or  by 
fome  fudden  impulfe  of  phrenfv. 

With  refped  to  the  latter  clafs,  although  it  is 
mifery  in  one  fhape  or  other  that  drives  any  one  to 
commit  the  horrid  crime  of  fuicide ,  yet  every  ferious 
and  confiderate  mind  mud  earnedly  wifh  to  fnatch 
them  from  fuch  a  dedrudion  ;  that  their  fouls  may 
not  rudi  into  the  prefence  of  their  Creator,  ftained 
with  the  guilt  of  murder ;  and  that  their  relations 
may  alfo  be  refeued  from  the  Jhame  as  well  as  lofs 
to  which  fuch  rafhnefs  expofes  them.  In  fome 
cafes,  perhaps,  they  may  repeat  their  attempts,  and 
elude  all  endeavours  to  fave  them  ;  yet  as  their 
horrid  defigns  are  modly  the  effed  of  a  temporary 
phrenfy,  there  is  greater  reafon  to  exped,  that 
when  .returned  to  their  fenfes,  they  will  rejoice  in 
their  efcape,  and  cordially  thank  their  deliverers.  And 
if  indulgent  benevolence  has  ereded  hofpitals  for 
the  removal  of  evils  mankind  bring  upon  fhem- 
felves  by  vicious  gratifications ,  it  mud  feel  an  addi¬ 
tional  pleafure  in  recalling  a  miferable  creature 
from  the  very  brink  of  eternity,  into  which  he 
was  precipitating  himfelf  by  his  own  guilt ;  which 
guilt  has  this  alleviation — it  was  occafioned  by 
wretchednefs . 

A  fecond  clafs  are  the  indufirious  poor.  Thefe 
from  working  upon  water,  mines,  &c.  are  necefTarily 
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expofed  to  the  difafters  mentioned  above  ;  and 
have  they  not  a  kind  of  demand  upon  us,  to  in- 
terpofe,  and  avert  if  po/Tible,  the  fatal  confequencea 
to  which  they  are  rendered  liable,  by  ferving  the 
community  with  their  labours,  and  gaining  an  honeft 
livelihood  ?  Nay,  is  it  not  our  interefl ,  as  well  as  duty, 
to  replace  them,  if  poflible,  in  their  fphere  of  ufe- 
fulnefs,  that  they  may  again  work  for  their  wives 
and  families  ;  whereby  thefe  may  be  fnatched  from 
immediate  mifery  and  want,  and  the  community  be 
relieved  from  an  expenfive  burden  ? 

But  fuch  eflablifhments  as  ours  intend  a  general be- 
nefit.  Bufinefs  or  pleafure,  or  fome  unforefeen  caufe, 
expofes  every  man,  either  in  his  own  perfon  or  in  his 
connexions,  to  accidents  by  water.  In  other  cafes 
our  ftation  in  life  may  be  fo  different,  and  fo  re¬ 
mote  from  the  party  we  affift,  that  it  may  become 
impoflible  for  us  ever  to  partake  of  any  other 
benefit  from  our  donations,  than  the  pleafure  of 
doing  good  ;  but  every  man  living  is  expofed 
to  the  accidents  we  are  attempting  to  avert,  either 
in  his  own  perfon  or  connexions,  without  any  ex¬ 
emption  from  age,  fex,  or  fortune  :  and  he  may 
owe  his  own  prefervation,  or  the  prefervation 
of  fome  one  ftill  dearer  to  him,  to  that  inflitution 
he  patronized  from  a  motive  of  public  utility. 
So  that  it  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  kind  of  in- 
furance  of  life  rather  than  an  affair  of  charity  ; 
as  an  affociation  againft  thofe  calamities  which  are 
common  to  us  all.  And  when  it  fhall  become  ex- 
ten  five,  numbers  will  doubtlefs  have  caufe  to  re¬ 
joice,  that  while  they  have  been  inftrumental  in 
faving  others ,  their  own,  or  the  lives  of  their 
deareft  relations,  perhaps  of  their  children,  whofe 
heedlefs  and  adventurous  fpirits  are  expofing  them 
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Co  perpetual  dangers,  have  by  thefe  means  been 
protraded  for  years.  How  many  a  parent  is  hourly 
fubjed  to  the  danger  of  feeing  a  fp rightly,  thought- 
lefs  fon,  brought  home  to  him  a  breath  lei’s  corpfe  ! 
What  would  they  not  give  at  that  inftant  for  the 
moft  diftant  hopes  of  recovery ! 

But  the  Inflitutions  formed  upon  the  Plan,  and  for 
purpofes  like  ours,  fpeak  with  peculiar  energy  to  the 
fiaeft  feelings  of  the  human  heart.  Death  is  univer- 
fally  dreaded  as  an  evil,  and  thofe  eftablifhments 
which  have  for  their  objed  the  healing  of  difeafes, 
and  reftoration  to  vigorous  adive  life,  have  juftly 
been  ranked  amongft  the  moft  benevolent  and 
ufeful ;  but  fudden  death,  by  fome  fatal  difafter,  ag¬ 
gravates  the  ftroke.  It  is  refented  as  a  dreadful 
robbery  which  accident  has  committed  ;  and  we  la¬ 
ment  the  vidim  as  cruelly  and  unguardedly  ftript  in 
a  moment,  of  the  bleftings  he  had  the  profped  of 
enjoying  for  a  feries  of  years.  If  there  be,  to  every 
good  man,  a  fecret  pleafure  in  performing  ads  of 
common  beneficence,  in  being  of  cold  utility  to 
his  fellow-creatures,  how  muft  his  heart  glow  with 
fatisfadion,  where  he  has  been  inftrumental  in  re- 
jftoring  to  the  joyful  arms  of  relatives  and  friends, 
a  parent,  a  child,  a  brother  or  an  intimate,  at  the  . 
inftant  they  are  deploring  his  lofs  with  inexprefiible 
anguifh  !  We  have  too  favourable  an  opinion  of 
the  human  heart,  to  fufped  that  any  one  who  calls 
himfelf  a  Chriftian,  or  a  Man,  would  refufe  to  part 
with  a  much  larger  fum,  than  that  for  which  we  fo- 
Jicit,  in  order  to  extricate  a  fellow-creature,  were  he  to 
behold  him  ftruggling  with  the  agonies  of  death  ; 
or  were  he  enabled  by  it  to  prefent  a  father  to  the 
fatherlefs,  a  hufband  to  the  widow,  and  a  living 
child  to  the  bofom  of  its  diftraded  parents  !  And 
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Brien,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  Shai- 

,  near  Sbadwell-Doc k. 

ck.  Apothecary,  oppoftte  Cccil-Jlmt, 

yApothecary,  Lambeth, 

Motion  Ground^  W^ejhninfter. 

^4r^and  Gabrie1  Chapman,  Surgeons, 
| LRotkerMthe. 

yon. 

.x  _ .  -Jarliament-jlreety  W fl- 

minfler. 

Mr.  Clough,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  Corner  of 
Salijbury  Street  ynmr  Ivy  Bridge. 

#*  Dr.  ThomasCogan,  Pater-nofter-r$w* 

Rev.  Dr.  John  Conder,  Clapton, 

Dr.  William  Cooper,  Norfolk-jlreet. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Cox,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  Broad* 
jlreet ,  Radcliffe . 

Mr.  R.  Davies,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  Belvideri 
Houfe,  South  Lambeth 
Mr.  Delver,  FeUflreet,  near  Wcod-ftreet, 

Mr.  -Dickinfon,  ,&ear  Cecil  Street , 

Mr.  John  Dighton,  Fetter  Lane, 

Mr.  Dry fd ale,  a t  Lady  Lade's,  Hanover -fqiiare. 
jRev.  Mr.  Van  Eflin,  Fhreadneedle  jlreet, , 

Mr.  Forbes,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  Fleet  ■  jlreet,  ^ 
jjfr.  Forfter,  Surgeon,  67.  Ivhctodel  s '  alley  y  ^ornhiU% 

Dr.  John  Fori,  QM  Jewry, 

Mr.  Ford,  Surgeon,  Mark-lane. 

Mr,  Fox,  Holborn, 
j*  Dr.  Goldfmith. 
f  *  *  j  a  cob  Go  n  fa  -e.c,  E  fq ; 

Mr.  Good,  -Grace church  ftreet .  ^ 

Mr.  R.  Goodwin,  Surgeon,  Fields , 
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Mr.  Gray,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  }f4ar  Princes 
Stairs,  Rcti'erinihe. 


